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An Integrated Site… 
 
Makauwahi Cave, Maha`ulepu, Kauai 
 

 

E komo mai ! 



Makauwahi Cave Reserve: 

 

Just beyond the  

Hyatt Golf Course 







There are many useful  
kinds of fossil evidence 



vertebrates 







Thambetochen chauliodous 

Maui Nui Moa-nalo 

“coprolites” 



Decline of the Hawaiian Avifauna 
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invertebrates 



Dr. Nicholas Porch, 
Quaternary Entomologist, 

Australian National University 

Identifying fossil  
insects, Acacia Lab, 
NTBG  

Sifting fossil insects, Makauwahi 





pollen and seeds 



5,000 year old fossil kou seed 

capsules from Makauwahi 

Cave show definitively that, 

contrary to previous notions, 

Cordia subcordata is a native 

plant – Burney et al., 2001, 

Ecological Monographs 



aff. Kanaloa  





FISHING 



PERISHABLE 

ARTIFACTS 









Makauwahi Cave Reserve 

Freshwater bog 
Field reclamation 

Estuary stabilization 

Caves, 

Sinkhole 

& Buffer 

Erosion 

Control 
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Weather 
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Water probes 

* 
Soil / visual monitors 

Deep cave 

monitors 

And now also… 



Field School at  
Makauwahi 
Cave Reserve 

•Fossil tree trunks  
•Thousands of seeds 
•Wooden artifacts 
•Polynesian fishing gear 
•1895-S Barber dime 



Community Outreach through 

Ecological Restoration, 

and vice versa 



IN SUMMARY… 



Makauwahi Cave, 1000 BC, by Julian Hume 
From new book by D. Burney at Yale Press 
Sponsored by Guggenheim Foundation 



ON SALE HERE! 
 
216 p., 6 1/8” x 9 ¼” 
39 b/w + 8 color illus. 
 
Cloth: $28.00 
Paper: $18.00 

"David Burney is the great time 
 traveller of our age…This book is 
 a masterpiece.” 
-Tim Flannery 
 

“…beautifully written”  - Peter Raven  
  
“…indicates future pathways for habitat 
restoration. Paleoecology really comes 
to life here.” - Sir Ghillean Prance, FRS  
 


